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Four Lights 


"Then he showed four lights when he wished 


them to set full sail and follow in his wake." 
From “First Voyage ‘Round the World by Magellan.” 
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NEHRU'S ADDRESS 


We feel that the following excerpts from the address given by Prime Minister Pandit Nehru of India at Columbia 
University in New York on October 17, has great bearing on the disarmament question and we present it here for 


your consideration .. . 


Two world wars are the price that has been paid for the 
lack of wisdom on man’s part in this generation. It is a 
terrible price and the tragedy of it is that, even after that price 
was paid, we have not purchased real peace or a cessation of 
conflict, and an even deeper tragedy is that mankind does not 
profit by its experience and continues to go the same way 
which led previously to disaster. 


We have had wars and we have had victory and we have 
celebrated that victory, yet what is victory and how do we 
measure it? A war is fought presumably to gain certain 
objectives. The defeat of the enemy is not by itself an objec- 
tive, but rather the removal of an obstruction towards the 
attainment of the objective. If that objective is not attained. 
then that victory over the enemy brings only negative relief. 
and indeed is not real victory. We have seen, however, that 
the aim in wars is almost entirely to defeat the enemy and the 
other and real objective is often forgotten. 


The result has been that the victory attained by defeating 
the enemy has only been a very partial one and has not solved 
the real problem, or if it has solved the immediate problem. 
it has at the same time given rise to many other and sometimes 
worse problems. Therefore it becomes necessary to have the 
real objectives clear in our minds at all times, whether in war 
or in peace, and always to aim at achieving that objective. 


ENDS AND MEANS 

I think also that there is always a close and intimate 
relationship between the end we aim at and the means adopted 
to attain it. Even if the end is right but the means are wrong. 
that will vitiate the end or divert us into a wrong direction. 
Means and ends are thus intimately and inextricably connected 
and cannot be separated. That indeed has been the lesson 
of old taught us by many great men in the past. but unfor- 
tunately it is seldom remembered. 


I am venturing to place some of these ideas before you. 
not because they are novel. but because they have impressed 
themselves upon me in the course of my life which was spent 
in alternating periods of incessant activity and conflict. and 
enforced leisure. The great leader of my country, Mahatma 


Gandhi, under whose inspiration and sheltering care I grew 
up, always laid stress on moral values and warned us never to 
subordinate means to ends. We were not worthy of him, and 
yet to the best of our ability we tried to follow his teaching. 
Even the limited extent to which we could follow his teaching 
yielded rich results. 


After a generation of intense struggle with a great and 
powerful nation we achieved success, and perhaps the most 
significant part of that achievement, for which credit is due 
to both parties, was the manner of it. History hardly affords 
a parallel to a solution of such a conflict in a peaceful way, 
followed by friendly and cooperative relations. It is astonish- 
ing how rapidly bitterness and ill-will between the two nations 
have faded away, giving place to cooperation. and we in India 
have decided of our own free will to continue this cooperation 
as an independent nation. 


PEACEFUL REVOLUTION 


I would not presume to offer advice to other and more 
experienced nations in any way. But may | suggest for your 
consideration that there is some lesson in India’s peaceful 
revolution which might be applied to the larger problems 
before the world today? That revolution demonstrated to us 
that physical force need not necessarily be the arbiter of man’s 
destiny and that the method of waging a struggle and the way 
of its termination are of paramount importance. Past history 
shows us the important part physical force has plaved. But 
it also shows us that no such force can ultimately ignore the 
moral forces of the world. and if it attempts to do so, it does 
so at its peril. 


Today. this problem faces us in all its intensity because 
the weapons that physical force has at its disposal are terrible 
to contemplate. Must the twentieth century differ from primi- 
tive barbarism only in the destructive efficacy of the weapons 
that man’s ingenuity has invented for man’s destruction? | 
do believe. in accordance with my master’s teaching, that 
there is another way to meet this situation and solve the 
problem that faces us. 

(Continued on page two) 
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The Editors 


PANDIT NEHRU’S ADDRESS 
(Continued from first page) 


I realize that a statesman or a man 
who has to deal with public affairs can- 
not ignore realities and cannot act in 
terms of abstract truth. His activity is 
always limited by the degree of recep- 
tivity of the truth by his fellow men. 
Nevertheless, the basic truth remains 
truth and is always to be kept in view 
and so far as possible, it should guide 
out salen Otherwise we get caught 
up in a Vicious circle of evil when one 
evil action leads to another. . . . 


Peace is not only an absolute necessity 
for us in India in order to progress and 
levelop. but is also of paramount im- 
porianee to the world. How can that 
peace be preserved? Not by surrender- 
ing to aggression, not by compromising 
with evil or injustice, but also not by 
talking and preparing for war. Aggres- 
ion has to he met, for that endangers 
peace. At the same time. the lesson of 
the last two wars has to be remembered 
and it seems to me astonishing that in 
spite of the lesson, we go the same way. 


The very process of a marshalling of 
ihe into two hostile camps pre- 
cipitates the con re which it has sought 
to avoid. {tt produces a sense of terrible 


hat fear darkens men’s minds 


nd leads them into wrong courses. 
vere is, perhaps. nothing so bad and 
so dangerous in life as fear. As a great 
President of the United States said: 
There is nothing really fear except 
fear itself. 


PROBLEM OF FEAR 
Our problem. therefore. becomes one 
of lessening and ultimately putting an 
end to this fear. That will not happen 
if all the world Pc sides and talks of 
war. War becomes almost certain then. 
We see betore us vast changes 
taking place not oniy in the political 
and economic spheres. hut even more 
so in the minds of men. ae ae The 
hlems of this awakening will not be 
solved by lookine at it with fear or in 
a spirit of tsolationism by any of us. 
It requires a friendly and understanding 
approach. clear objectives. and a com- 
non effort to realize them. 


The colossal expenditure of energy 
and resources on armaments that is an 
outstanding feature of many national 
budgets today. does not solve the prob- 
lem of world peace. Perhaps even a 
lraction of that outlay in other ways 
and for other purposes. will provide a 
more enduring basis for peace anil 
happiness. 

That is India’s view. offered in all 
friendliness to all thinking men “> 
women. to all persons of goodwill. 
the name of our common “ony 
Phat view is not based on wishful think- 
ing. but on a deep consideration of the 
problems that afflict us all. and. on its 
merits, [ venture to place it before you. 
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Pan-Pacific Committee 
Report 


The work of the Pan-Pacifie Com 
miilee has been proceeding slewly pul 
steadily. Its most significant: succe>> 
has been achieved by Joan Bondurant. 
of Berkeley. California, who has under- 
taken work on India, where she has 
lived and studied. She is contacting by 
mail on a large scale. persons interested 
in the League's aims and purposes and 
this special phase of work. 

At the Pan-Pacific Women’s Associa- 
tion Meeting. held last July in Honolulu. 
Mrs. Doremus Scudder, of Claremont. 
California. was the League's delegate. 
Miss Elizabeth Vickland, of Northville. 
Michigan. and chairman of the section 
on Pacific Islands. is concentrating 
especially on developing contacts in 
Japan. Particular attention should be 
paid to islands under trusieeship. and 
it has been recommended that such 
territory should have a special chair- 
man. 

The committee is working for revival 
of our former WILPF group in Hono- 
lulu, and Miss Vickland is establishing 
contacts in the Philippine Islands. an 
area which the WIL has not vet reached. 

The committee is also focusing atten- 
tion on Korea and sees special need to | 
note carefully all activities in Alaska. 
so very close to the U.S.S.R.. and 
Panama. 

Miss Vickland suggests that each 
branch devote one program or meeting 
lo the Pan-Pacific area and thus stimu- 
late interest in this part of the world. 


Note 


The midwinter Board Meeting will be held in WAS 
We will concentrate on committee work. The main 


Gertrude Bussev. one of the newly elected International 


\nniversary celebration. 
Further details will be carried in the January issue 
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Activities ef the United States Com- 
mittee for the United Nations Children’s 
Emergency Fund will extend through 
February. WILPF branches and mem- 
bers are urged to continue and expaad 
efforts to interest their communities. 
Pamphlets containing a report of the 
Committee's work up to mid-November 
may be obtained free for distribution 
by writing to the LU. N. Children’s Fund 
Committee. New York 16, N. Y. UNI 
CEF posters are available also. Ten 
posters will be sent tree; each addi- 
tional poster costs ten cents. 


For All the World’s Children, a new 

3 reel 16mm. film on UNICEF. may be 
rented from regional dealers. Location 
of regional dealers may be learned by 
writing to the U. N. Children’s Fund 
Committee or to the Department of 
Public Information, United Nations. 
Lake Success. The same film, cut to 
one reel, is available in 35mm. for 
commercial distribution. It should be 
shown in every possible theater. WILPF 
branches and members can make dra- 
matic appeals to their communities by 
persuading theater owners to book the 
film. Special UNICEF projects and 
publicity by WILPF while the film is 
being shown will increase its eflective- 
ness. Detailed information for com- 
mercial showing can be obtained from 
the U. N. Children’s Fund Committee. 

Edith Hansen. 
92 South Keysione Ave. 


Upper Darby. Pa. 


ld in WASHINGTON. D.C. 10-12. 


Phe main feature will be a luncheon in honer oe 
ternational Co-Chairmen. 


This will initiate our 


ary issue of Four Lights. 
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"Dear Editor..." 


(The following article by Ruth Gage-Colby, 
is presented here in LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
as a result of her reflections on an article by 
Agnes Stapleton, which appeared in Four 
Lights, October 1949.) 

As Mrs. Stapleton says: “It is time 
for an act of imagination on both sides, 
and if this cannot be made by the 
rulers, it must be made by the people 
themselves and if we can agree 
on nothing else, we must humbly agree 
to differ”. \t is somewhat disturbing, 
therefore, to have the differing values 
of the two nations “summed up in two 
contrasting ideas of ‘community’ and 
‘the individual’ or more simply in the 
words ‘we’ and ‘I’”. The trouble with 
her “we and I” classification as she 
developes it, is that it implies that justice 
lies within the communal pattern, while 
freedom is the prerogative of the indi- 
vidual, making justice and freedom 
seem mutually exclusive. The Women’s 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom (among many others) has 
always maintained that justice and free- 
dom were twin values of the human 
spirit. 

In defense of the “I”, Francis Bacon 
once wrote that “reverence of a man’s 
self is, next to religion, the greatest 
deterrent to evil and injustice there is’. 
If the first-person pronoun were the 
true symbol of the “West”, might it 
not indicate an alertness to personal 
responsibility toward others? In spite 
of the toughening effects of industrial 
civilization. millions of individuals re- 
tain a lively social conscience which 
when organized is capable of expressing 
a concern for others as genuinely com- 
munal as anything the “we” could ex- 
press. Whenever in the world disaster 
strikes, or wherever prolonged suffering 
exists. the people of the United States 
pour out their sympathy through Con- 
gressional appropriations and_ private 
foundations. such as the Near East 
Foundation. or through individual gifts 
to war victims through the Churches, 
Save the Children. C.A.R.E.. and hun- 
dreds of other channels. The same kind 
of individual response on a world scale 
came forth on behalf of children 
through the United Nations Appeal for 
Children when people in more than 
forty countries several non-self- 
governing territories contributed a day’s 
pay toward a world-wide program for 
child care. Although the small coun- 
tries of eastern Europe joined in this 
effort with exemplary generosity, Russia 
was conspicuous by her absence. 


"WE" OF THE EAST 

If the character of the “East” were 
accurately svmbolized by “we”, might it 
not indicate that personal accountability 
to self or conscience has heen trans. 
ferred into a passionate allegiance to 
the State. which in turn is trusted to 
act as a man’s conscience ought to act? 
And if beth the “we”? and “IT?” ap- 
proaches were actually conceived in 
terms of the people. would not justice 
and freedom be their common goal? 


(Continued on page four) 


Washington News 

The period between the close of the 
first session of the 8lst Congress and 
the second session which begins Janu 
3, 1950, offers an opportunity for ea 
W.I.L. member to contact personally 
her Washington representatives while 
they are home “building fences”. They 
should return to Washington with the 
knowledge of what their constituents 
would like. Lach W.1.L.-er should be 
prepared to discuss important issues. 

Our work for disarmament, by a 
variety of methods has become the top 
priority and celebration of Human 
Rights Day has heen added. Opposi- 
tion to legislation for peacetime civilian 
mobilization (previously included under 
opposition to denial of civil liberties) 
is given priority under National Legis- 
lation in L. S. Congress, because of 
indications that an effort will be made 
to pass far-reaching and dangerous 
measures in the coming Congressional 
session. Specific information and in- 
structions regarding these issues will be 
sent the branches as the bills come up. 
Resistance to national, state, and local 
acts restricting freedom of speech has 
also been placed in the priority column. 

lt is important that opposition to any 
extension of a peacetime draft or enact- 
ment of PMT be brought out in your 
discussions with the Senators and Rep- 
resentatives. Although the draft was 
used only three months and thousands 
of boys drafted are being released be- 
fore their term is completed, the Penta- 
gon policy-makers are discussing the 
possible continuance of Selective Ser- 
vice and/or UMT. “Grassroots” public 
opinion should be expressed. Secretary 
of the Army Gray announces that 30,000 
men taken under the Selective Service. 
October of 1948, will be released be- 
ginning December 1, 1949. This action 
proves without doubt our contention 
that the draft was never needed. You 
will recall that on June 19, 1948, Con- 
gress was under administration and 
Army pressure to pass the Selective 
Service Act. When the Act was put 
into effect the then Secretary of the 
Army said that men would be drafted 
at the rate of 30,000 men per month 
until at least 225.000 were taken. Ac- 
tually, the draft was used only in De- 
cember. January and February. It cost 
you, the taxpayer. over 527 million to 
set up thousands of draft boards em- 
ploying thousands of persons (4.861 
full time. 1.303 part time. 35.115 un- 
compensated personnel on local draft 
and medical hoards, etc.—-a total of 
41.279 to draft 29.550 boys at a cost 
of $929 per Craftee. in contrast to $131 
on the volunteer basis). 

We are sometimes called “impracti- 
cal” for working for peace and freedom 
in today’s world. Recall the words of 
Disracli: “A practical man is one who 
persistently repeats the mistakes of his 
ancestors.” The still insists that 
reason. reconciliation. government and 
law should replace the old pattern based 
on fear. competition, militarism and an 
armaments race. 

Annalee Stewart. 
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Literature Corner 
The United States and the Soviet Union. Some Quaker Pro- 
posals for Peace. 

The revised report on American-Russian relations prepared 
by the American Friends Service Committee. This is the re- 
port which has received such wide acclaim in the press and 
recent literature, and which should be studied by every one 
of us. Pamphlet edition 25c. Special 32-page Study Outline 
and Bibliography to go with Report also available at 15c a 
copy. 
on Earth. 

A document about the United Nations, of permanent in- 
terest, particularly suitable as a gift for your friends interested 
in a better world. Just published, and only $3.00. Hermitage 
Press. 

The Golden Christmas Manger, by Helen Sewell. 

A lavishly illustrated Christmasy-looking box contains a 
cardboard nianget which can be folded easily and set up. The 
lithe book inside is the Christmas story. . All the figures are 
designed to be cut out and made into a creche. Charming and 
appropriate, this is a real favorite! Simon and Schuster, $1.00. 
And of course the following special books-— 

You and Atomic Energy, by John Lewellen. $1.50. 

You and The United Nations, by Lois Fisher. 60c. 

You and the Constitution of the United States, by Paul 

Witty. Julilly Kohler, $1.50. 

The Friendly Story Caravan, by Anna Broomell. $2.75. 

Ends and Means, by Aldous Huxley. $3.00. 

Appoiniment on the Hill, by Dorothy Detzer. $3.00. 

Peace and Bread in Time of War, by Jane Addams. $1.60. 

Satyagraha, The Power of Truth, by R. R. Diwakar. $2.00. 


Christmas Cards 


Have you ordered yours? Do so immediately in time for 
Christmas sending! Write Miss Josephine Cantieny, 5124 
Nicollet Avenue, S., Minneapolis 19, Minnesota, today. The 
price of all cards is 8 for 50c, or 20 for $1.00. Minimum 
order to be filled by mail will be 50c. For a sample kit of 
nine cards, including the four new designs, send 45c in stamps 
or coin to Miss Cantieny at above address. 

Help your Christmas greetings serve the cause of peace! 


A Correction 

In reference to the STATEMENT ON GENERAL DISARMAMENT 
{appearing on the extra sheet which accompanied November 
Four Lights), the following corrections should he made. 
After the 7th line insert the words “or an effective program for 
universal disarmament”. Point 2, line one, should begin 
“Recognizing that nations under constant threat of war may 
be unwilling to eliminate...... ” Please make these corrections 
in any statement you give to others. 


We Need New Members ! 


“There can be no balance and wisdom in natioial and 
international affairs unless and until women take part in life. 
We women must do our work everywhere.” said Pearl S. Buck. 
in addressing the women of America. 

Those of you who are members of the Women’s Inter- 
national League for Peace and Freedom know that this organ- 
ization gives its members an opportunity to take part in life. 
to enlarge their private housekeeping to International House- 
keeping. 

The League’s work can only he effective with a large and 
growing membership. Tf every WIT member would get one 
other woman to join the League, it would do a great deal in 
forwarding our work toward a world where human beings 
can live in peace and freedom. Why not do your part today. 
and convince at least one friend that she should join with us? 

Tell the women of your community what the WIL is 
doing: invite them to become members. too! You may be 
surprised at how many have been looking for an organization 
such as the Women’s International League in which they might 
work for International and Interracial Peace. 


HAVE YOU PAID YOUR 1950-51 


MEMBERSHIP DUES YET? 


“DEAR EDITOR .. 
(Continued from page three) 

Unfortunately, the Soviet Union is one of the few places 
where I have not had the privilege of visiting since the war, 
but like everyone else, I have read of the wonderful work 
being done in medicine, especially preventive medicine, and 
in the general field of social welfare; and | have had the 
chance to observe its counterpart in the bordering countries. 
where the welfare of children is given the priority it should 
have the world round. Yet in spite of this or because of it. 
I cannot accept the dictum that “the chief preoccupation of 
the Communist Government is with the creation of a just 
society, the securing for every member of the community basic 
shelter, food, clothing, education, leisure. recreation and cul- 
ture’. Mrs. Stapledon’s definition of the Communist goal may 
be a fair statement of the ideal that communist philosophy 
holds for the people, but it is certainly not a true picture of 
the present Stalin regime as I have watched it operating in the 
so-called satellite states, drawing into its orbit the unwilling 
people of Poland, Czechoslovakia. Yugo-Siavia. Rumania and 
Russian Zones of Germany and Austria. 


The great good oi which the great masses are so desper- 
ately in need will never be permanently accomplished by the 
Soviet Union or the United States or all the nations put to- 
gether in the United Nations if the people are subjected, as 
they are today in many parts of the world, including the USA 
and the USSR, to the ruthless performances of secret police, 
lynching mobs, forced labor or forms of violence ranging 
from “third degree” methods to experimentation with and use 
of atomic energy for destruction. Freedom is shriveled and 
justice disappears—and peoples, whole peoples, can be wiped 
out because of their race, creed, or national origin. This is 
the crime of genecide which the Third Assembly at Paris 
unanimously voted to outlaw. We must see to it that the 
U. S. Senate ratifies this convention to make it a treaty without 


delay. 


JUSTICE AND FREEDOM 

The cardinal principle of the Founders of the United 
States was Justice under Law, and throughout the years it has 
been maintained largely owing to our freedom to differ. While 
more people probably enjoy freedom to differ as well as free- 
dom from fear and poverty in this country than any other 
place on earth, apprehension is being born with every discrim- 
ination against color, creed or nationalily. and with every 
encroachment upon our civil liberties. I have come home to 
discover that there are many frightened people living in the 
United States and this is a phenomenal thing in a nation that 
has achieved a high level of justice and freedom for its citizens 
and the greatest financial and political power of any nation in 
history! 


Whether justice and freedom are genuine or illusions 
depends entirely upon whether the people are really free: 
above all. free from fear. There is no need to prove this, for 
freedom will assert ilself; it can neither be contained nor 
intimidated, People everywhere have had a vision of freedom 
and the unfree will no longer he denied. The urge to be free 
is at flood-tide and unless we recognize this. we are incapable 
of understanding the magnitude of the threat under which 
we live. 


Our danger lies in our fear of Gne another. in our failure 
to discover and cultivate common ground. It lies not nearly 
as much in the incompatibility of the two systems—so easily 
catalogued as “East” and “West”---as in those evil practices 
which are incompatible with freedom. hostile to it and bent 
upon enslaving it. The real threat of war is in the deepening 
conflict between progress in positive human good and all forms 
of reaction. regimentation and brute force wherever they exis!. 
In the end. the “system” will prevail which gives fullest cog- 
nizance to the fundamental quality of freedom of the human 
spirit and grants that freedom and maintains it ceaselessly. 


Ruth Gage-Colby. 
IF NOT, DO SO TODAY! 
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